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Today’s Overview



What is digital citizenship?

● Digital citizenship refers to the 
responsible use of technology by 
anyone using the internet and digital 
devices. 

● A student or person showing good 
digital citizenship is someone who 
can respectfully connect, empathize, 
and create lasting and meaningful 
relationships with others through 
digital tools/devises. 



Why is it important?

● The rate of technology 
advancements and use is rapidly 
increasing, making it important to 
be aware of what it means to be a 
respectful digital citizen.  

● As educators, it is important to 
instill these responsibilities and 
respect into students as early as 
possible. 



What does digital citizenship look like?
● Protecting your privacy & the privacy of 

others

● Thinking before you post or share. 

● Citing your sources. 

● Being kind to others on social 
medias/forums. 

● Reporting dangerous digital behavior. 

● Fact checking information. 
● Being aware of unsafe websites.

● And so many more



How to Evaluate your current Digital Usage

It’s important for students to ask themselves these questions:

● What is my current online presence?

● How active am I online?

● What types of information am I sharing publicly?

● What am I presenting to others from an outside perspective?

● Do I have a healthy balance between digital and real-world 
experiences.



1. Hold a class discussion about what technology students normally use

1. Determine which areas you would like to focus on

1. Set up lessons or short class discussions centered around:
○ Confirmation Bias
○ Researching source credibility
○ Citing sources appropriately
○ Responsible online forum participation
○ Digital footprint

Teaching digital citizenship



Classroom Activities

1. 5 Questions Students Should ask about Media - This 
lesson provides a set of 5 questions to ask students as they 
land on a page they may want to use as research. (Common 
Sense Education)

2. Teen Voices: Who are You on Social Media - ”Students 
hear teens reflect on how they decide to represent 
themselves in the digital world, reflecting on whether they 
represent the self they're aiming to be” (Common Sense 
Education).

3. InCtrl: Teaching Digital Citizenship - 7 lesson plans with 
videos teaching students how to find accurate information 
online, examine their media habits, improve their 
communication skills, and more! (InCtrl)



Identifying & Protecting from Unsafe Websites

1. Check that the URL starts with https, if 
it does not have the “s” at the end, then it 
is most likely not a secure site. 

2. Look for signs of legitimacy. Does the 
site have contact info or some kind of 
real-world presence?

3. Check the URL for misspellings. 
Sometimes phishers (people committing 
some type of fraud) will make 
misspellings. 



4. Check for a website privacy policy to see 
how your data is used, collected, and 
protected.

5. If there are a lot of pop ups, this could be 
an indicator that the site may be infected 
with viruses.

6. Look for a “trust seal.” This usually 
means the site works with a security 
service provider.  

Identifying & Protecting from Unsafe Websites



Examples of citations/credibility/trusted platforms

It’s important to always cite your work. 

There are several open sources that contain images that can be 
copyrighted, but are allowed in educational presentations. 

● Britannica ImageQuest contains images allowed in education 
and has a built in citation tool.

● Ebsco Host Image Collection is a good source for maps and 
historical images, it does not provide a citation, but it does give 
a permalink to the image to use in a citation.

● Flickr is a collection of user images uploaded with it’s copyright 
use disclaimer. You should always provide credit to the image 
by providing a link with your citation.



Extra Resources

● Applied Educational Systems - Digital Citizenship Module

● Applied Educational Systems - 4 Best Digital Citizenship Lesson Plans for Middle School 

● Common Sense Education - Digital Citizenship Curriculum

● Nearpod Blog - Free Digital Citizenship lessons

● Coppell Digital Citizenship

● Teachers Pay Teachers Grades 6 - 12 Digital Citizenship Lessons

● Five tips for Embedding Digital Citizenship

● Using and Citing appropriate Images



Thank you for participating in our training!

If you would like to view our other trainings, subscribe to future 
trainings, or have any questions, please visit: 

https://blog.edtechsolutions.com/webinar


