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Today’s Overview



What is Student Collaboration?

Collaborative learning does not always 
mean group project.

Student collaboration can happen over 
the course 1 minute, 1 month, 1 
semester, or anything in between!

Student Collaboration is the practice of students joining together to 
examine a concept, answer a question, or explore a topic.



Benefits of Student Collaboration 

● Encourages & builds social skills & peer 
relationships: Students get to interact with 
peers and work together as a team. They will 
build their social skills such as active listening, 
respect, and empathy.

● Builds leadership skills: While working 
together, students have to learn to manage their 
own work and each other’s work as a team, 
therefore, they can gain some responsibility of 
leading their team to their goal.



Benefits of Student Collaboration

● Improves communication skills: Students 
have to practice good communication skills 
in order to work as a team and get their work 
done in an efficient manner.

● Encourages engagement: Successful 
collaboration requires all students to be a part 
of the discussions and work, meaning every 
student should be fully engaged in what they 
are working on and how to reach their goal.



Benefits of Student Collaboration 

● Provides a wider range of knowledge: Working 
with others allows students to share their thoughts 
and ideas that one student may not have thought 
of. Therefore, students get to see things differently 
through someone else and share their knowledge 
with each other.

● Develops critical thinking skills: Students will 
have to join together to use their critical thinking 
skills to solve any issues that may arise and find 
alternative solutions when necessary. Overall, 
students will need to use critical thinking when 
solving problems, brainstorming, and evaluating 
results with their team. 



Examples of Collaborative Learning

● Think-Pair-Share or Write-Pair-Share
○ Students work in stages to evaluate their responses.

■ First, individually
■ Second, in a pair or small group
■ Next, their responses are shared with the entire class

● Fishbowl
○ Split students into groups of three, assigning roles:

■ Proponent
■ Opponent
■ The remaining students takes notes and then 

chooses which won the debate

● Catchup
○ At an appropriate transitional time in your lesson, have 

students split into small groups and discuss before the 
classroom is opened up to questions.



Steps for Implementing Collaborative Learning

1. Start with a clear goal and 
expectations.

2. Consider who and how many will be in 
a group. 

3. Set the rules of communication, 
collaboration, and engagement. 

4. Possibly assign roles or have the 
students assign them.

5. Give them the appropriate time to 
work. 

6. Monitor the groups.
7. Provide time to present and/or reflect. 



Apps For Classroom Collaboration

● Pear Deck
○ Use this for interactive presentations

● Flipgrid
○ Teachers create a grid of topics
○ Students choose the topic and create a short video

● Padlet
○ It’s like Pinterest for Classrooms

■ Students can post images, videos, documents, and text to 
their board

● Nearpod
○ Interactive lessons that contain quizzes, polls, videos, images, 

drawing-boards, web content
● Seesaw

○ Students “show what they know” using photos, videos, 
drawings, text, PDFs, and links



Collaboration Roles for Teachers

Decide what type of role you would like to take on

● Neutral observer
○ Don’t lead discussions
○ Don’t focus on the outcome

● Objective facilitator
○ Summarize points being discussed
○ Set time limits
○ Call out tangents
○ Record discussion in a visual way

● Active participant
○ Act as though you are one of the students
○ Converse as though this is your topic as well
○ Share your opinions and ideas



Resources:

● 20 Collaborative Learning Tips for Teachers

● 15 Collaborative Tools for Your Classroom That Are Not Google

● Student Collaboration: What, Why and Tools!

● 8 Fun Ways to Help Your Students Collaborate in the Classroom



Thank you for participating in our training!

If you would like to view our other trainings, subscribe to future 
trainings, or have any questions, please visit: 

https://blog.edtechsolutions.com/webinar


